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Bernard Outtier was born in Paris on the 4th of July 1941, in a translator’s 

family. After classical studies and studies of theology, he studied christian 

oriental languages and entered the National Center for scientific research 

(1988-2013) under guidance of Georges Charachidzé. He was first invited 

to work in the Institute of manuscripts K. Kekelidze by Elene Metreveli in 1975 

and since then came nearly every year to work on Georgian manuscripts. 

1978-1984 - editorial manager of Bedi Kartlisa. 1999 - Habilitated to conduct 

researchers. He is author of more than 270 books and articles mainly about 

Syriac, Armenian and Georgian christian manuscripts and literatures. He 

worked also in Jerusalem, Sinai and has beens coworking with Jost Gippert 

for the preparation of a Catalogue of the Georgian manuscripts in the 

Monastery of Iviron on Mount Athos (in the press). He taught Old Georgian 

in the Catholic University in Paris (2004-2011) and is currently teaching in the 

San Damaso University in Madrid (2014-). Bernard Outtier is a foreign 

member of the Academy of Sciences of Georgia (1996) and a member of 

the Patriarcal Academy of sciences of Gelati (2002) and of the Accademia 

Ambrosiana. He is Doctor honoris causa of the University of Fribourg 

(Switzerland) 1984, and of the State University of Tbilisi (2009). Bernard 

Outtier was awarded the Golden Fleece medal by the President of Georgia 

(2021) 


